
 

 

Hello, Parkside Junior High families!  

I am thrilled to be joining the Parkside Junior High School family as your Associate Principal 
this year. I look forward to becoming a part of the Unit 5 community and helping to continue the 
great tradition of educational excellence at PJHS. I believe in the Mission and Vision of the Unit 
5 School District and am positive that this is the right place for me. 

My wife, Mary, my daughter, Stella, and our dog, Kane, make up our happy family. Mary works 
as a social worker. Stella is four years old and attends preschool where she is working on 
learning to read and write. It has been amazing seeing her progress over the months! Kane is an 
8-year-old German Shepherd who loves to sleep and shed his fur everywhere. 

I graduated from Knox College with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Secondary 
Education. Shortly after, I went back to school to receive a master’s degree in Educational and 
Interdisciplinary Studies from Western Illinois University. During my career I have worked in 
many different areas of education. These areas include being a community outreach worker for 
the Illinois Student Assistance Commission, a counselor in a juvenile detention facility, an 
adjunct professor, as well as the administrator of a middle school summer transition program. I 
have also taught in the public-school system as a general education social studies teacher, a cross 
categorical special education teacher, and most recently, I was a Student Interventionist/Dean of 
Students. I went back to receive my second master’s in Educational Leadership in May of 2019.  



I look forward to being able to collaborate with teachers and staff members at PJHS and work on 
exciting innovative ideas. I have a background in multi-tiered systems of support, restorative 
practices, trauma informed practices, as well as educational equity. As a teacher I have 
implemented Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports, been a co-teacher, self-contained 
teacher, written Individual Education Plans, spearheaded committees, and led professional 
developments. As a Student Interventionist/Dean of Students, I have dealt with discipline; 
responding to student referrals, creating and implementing interventions, working with 
community stakeholders, assigning consequences, collecting data, following up with parents, 
students, and staff regarding discipline, and developing structures of support for teachers as well 
as students, and much more! 

This year my immediate goal is to form as many relationships with staff, students, and families 
as possible to see where I can be of most support to the Parkside Junior High family. I plan to 
take my diverse experiences in education and with young people and work relentlessly to make 
sure all students are reaching their personal excellence. I am proud to be a Python and am 
looking forward to working with you to take Parkside Junior High to even greater heights. Please 
feel free to stop by my office or email me anytime. I look forward to meeting with you. 

 

Sincerely,  

DeAndre Henderson 


